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INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO NEAE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 
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USNMR SHAPE BELGIUM 
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CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AB GER 

COMSIXTHFLT 
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CTF SIX TWO 

CTG SIX ZERO PT TWO 

FICEURLANT NORFOLK VA 

FOSIF ROTA SPAIN 

DIA WASHDC 

CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GER 
USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 0906 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS MILT TESY 

SUB J : LEBANESE SITUATION REPORT, FEBRUARY 17, 1200 HOURS LOCAL 
REF: BEIRUT 0863 (DTG 161200Z FEB 78) 

1 . SUMMARY: SYRIANS HAVE NOT RESUMED SHELLING, DESPITE REPORTED 
THREATS TO DO SO IF PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FURN ASH SHUBBAK 
KILLINGS WERE NOT APPREHENDED. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THE 
NATIONAL LIBERAL PARTY ON FEBRUARY 16 CLAIMED THAT SYRIA WAS 
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PREPARING A LARGE MILITARY OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS. 

PRESIDENT SARKIS SIGNED INTO LAW THE BILL PROVIDING FOR A 
SPECIAL LEBANESE- ADF SECURITY COURT AND APPOINTED ITS MEMBERS. 

SITUATION IN EAST BEIRUT AREA WAS GENERALLY NORMAL. BUT THE AREA'S 
SCHOOLS AND THE DAMASCUS ROAD IN FRONT OF FA YY ADI YAH BARRACKS 
REMAINED CLOSED. END SUMMARY. 
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2. FURN ASH SHUBBAK AFFAIR. 

A. THE MILITARY SITUATION REMAINS RELATIVELY CALM. SYRIANS HAVE 
NOT RESUMED SHELLING, DESPITE REPORTED THREATS TO DO SO IF PEOPLE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FURN ASH SHUBBAK KILLINGS WERE NOT APPREHENDED 
BY 1200 HOURS LOCAL TIME ON FEBRUARY 16. PARLIAMENTARY SPEAKER 
KAMEL AL-ASSAD TOLD THE PRESS ON FEBRUARY 17 THAT SUSPECTS HAVE 
BEEN IDENTIFIED. NO ARRESTS HAVE BEEN MADE, HOWEVER. 

B. THE PHALANGIST VOICE OF LEBANON REPORTED ON FEBRUARY 16 THAT 
CAMILLE CHAMOUN AND PIERRE GEMAYEL HAD MET WITH PRESIDENT SARKIS 
TO DISCUSS THE FURN ASH SHUBBAK KILLINGS. IN A CONVERSATION AFTER- 
WARDS WITH AN EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEE, GEMAYEL SAID THAT HE HAD 
TOLD THE PRESIDENT THAT THE PHALANGE WAS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
INCIDENT (SEPTEL). 

C. MEANWHILE, THE BODIES OF TWO DEAD SYRIAN SOLDIERS WERE FOUND 
IN THE BEIRUT SUBURB OF NABA' ON FEBRUARY 16. THIS IS CERTAIN TO 
AGGRAVATE TENSION RESULTING FROM THE FURN ASH SHUBBAK INCIDENT, 
ALTHOUGH THEY MAY HAVE BEEN KILLED THREE DAYS BEFORE. 

3. ALLEGED SYRIAN OFFENSIVE. 

A. ACCORDING TO THE CHRISTIAN DAILY LE REVEIL, CITING REUTERS, 

THE NATIONAL LIBERAL PARTY ON FEBRUARY 16 RELEASED A STATEMENT 
SAYING THAT SYRIA WAS PREPARING A LARGE MILITARY OFFENSIVE AGAINST 
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THE CHRISTIANS (SEPTEL). THE DECLARATION REPORTEDLY SPECIFIED 
THAT 18,000 SYRIAN TROOPS AND 220 TANKS HAD BEEN MOVED IN TO 
ENCIRCLE EAST BEIRUT. DATT RECONN OITERED EAST BEIRUT AREA EVENING 
OF FEBRUARY 16 AND EMBOFF DID SAME MORNING OF FEBRUARY 17. NEITHER 
NOTICED UNUSUAL SYRIAN TROOP CONCENTRATIONS. DANY CHAMOUN DENIES 
THAT PARTY MADE ANY SUCH STATEMENT. 

B. TANZIM LEADER GEORGE ADWAN TOLD EMBOFF AT NOON LOCAL TIME 
ON FEBRUARY 17 THAT HE HAD HEARD THAT 30 SYRIAN TANKS HAD ENTERED 
LEBANON AT MASSNA THE DAY BEFORE, AND THAT SYRIAN TROOP DISPOSI- 
TIONS IN CERTAIN PLACES, SUCH AS HAMKANAH, HAD BEEN STRENGTHENED. 
ADWAN BELIEVED THESE MOVES MIGHT BE NO MORE THAN "NORMAL" REDE- 
PLOYMENTS. A RELIABLE OBSERVER IN BYBLOS REPORTED ON THE MORNING 
OF FEBRUARY 16 THAT MOST SYRIAN TROOPS HAD WITHDRAWN FROM THE CITY. 

4. SPECIAL SECURITY COURT. 

A. PRESIDENT SARKIS SIGNED INTO LAW ON FEBRUARY 15 A BILL PRO- 
VIDING FOR A SPECIAL LEBANESE- ADF SECURITY COURT. ON FEBRUARY 16, 

HE MADE THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS TO THE COURT: 

LEBANESE COLONEL JIRYAS QAZZI AS CHAIRMAN; 
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LEBANESE JUDGE TARABAY RAHMAH AS A MEMBER; 

SYRIANS COLONELS ADNAN BADR AL-HASSAN, IZZAT ZAGHAWEET, AND DIB 
DAHAR AS MEMBERS; 

B. THE PRESIDENT ALSO MADE THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS TO THE 
FIVE-MEMBER INVESTIGATIVE COMMISSION: 

SYRIAN COLONEL NASIR AD-DIN AS CHAIRMAN; 

SYRIAN LIEUTENANT COLONEL MAHAMMAD GHANIM AS A MEMBER; 

LEBANESE OFFICERS COLONEL ZAYN MAKKI, COLONEL BUTROS YUNIS, AND 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL ADIB AL-ASAD AS MEMBERS. 

5. GENERAL SITUATION. 
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A. ON MORNING TOUR OF BEIRUT ON FEBRUARY 17 EMBOFF OBSERVED THE 
FOLLOWING: 

TRAFFIC IN FURN ASH SHUBBAK WAS NORMAL AND SHOPS WERE OPEN. NO 
SYRIAN SOLDIERS OR ARMED MILITIA WERE IN EVIDENCE. 

TRAFFIC REMAINED LIGHT ON THE MAIN ROAD (ASAD AL-ASAD STREET) 
SERVING AS A BOUNDARY BETWEEN AYN AR-RUMANNAH AND SHIYAH. SOME 
SHOPS ALONG THE MAIN ROAD WERE OPEN, WHEREAS NONE HAD BEEN THE 
PREVIOUS DAY. THE TWO AMBUSHED SYRIAN TRUCKS HAD BEEN REMOVED; 

THE FA YY ADI YAH AREA WAS QUIET, BUT THE MAIN DAMASCUS ROAD IN 
FRONT OF THE FA YY ADI YAH BARRACKS REMAINED CLOSED. 

IN ASHRAFIYAH TRAFFIC WAS NORMAL AND SHOPS WERE OPEN, BUT ALL 
SCHOOLS REMAINED CLOSED. 

B. MANY LEBANESE ARE SAYING THAT THE REOPENING OF THE SCHOOLS 
IN EAST BEIRUT AND THE REOPENING OF THE MAIN DAMASCUS ROAD IN 
FRONT OF THE FA YY ADI YAH BARRACKS WOULD BE KEY INDICATORS THAT THE 
CURRENT CRISIS HAD PASSED. 

PARKER 
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